
Meductic Ecodistrict of the Valley 
Lowlands Ecoregion.  - 
Relief of the gently rolling landscape  
rarely exceeds 100 metres.  Climate 
is characterized by cold winters and 
short, warm summers.  Precipitation 
is average for the region, although 
drier than the adjacen t Central 
Uplands.  Soils associated with 
the widespread calcareous bedrock 
dominate...well-drained, deep and loamy 
soils...are among the most fertile 
soils in New Brunswick.  The steep, 
stony, and poorly drained soils are 
covered in forest.

Aroostook Lowlands Region 

Elevations are relatively low (approximately 600’ to 800’) 
except for a few scattered monadnocks which rise above 
gently rolling terrain. Bedrock [types]   represent the most 
extensive calcareous formations in the state.  Igneous 
rocks are limited to two small granitic plutons west of 
Houlton. The climate is relatively uniform. The frost-
free season, is longer than other regions in northern Maine. 
The entire region is covered with till – much of it weakly 
calcareous. Deep till deposits contribute to the region’s 
undulating topography. A number of calciphiles [occur 
here] that are rare or do not occur elsewhere in Maine, A 
number of woody species reach range limits [both northern 
and southern] in the region. Woody species richness is the 
highest of the four northern regions. 

Aroostook Hills Region -                    
Characterized by gently rolling 
terrain with elevations averaging 
between 800’ and 1000’. Unlike the 
Saint John Uplands and Aroostook 
Lowlands, lakes and peatlands are 
abundant. Bedrock is almost entirely 
composed of weakly metamorphosed 
interbedded pelites, sandstones, and 
some limestone.  Climate varies 
considerably from north to south.  
Forest ecosystems are more diverse 
in the Aroostook Hills Region than 
in western portions of Aroostook 
County. 
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Maine-New Brunswick Lowlands Region 

         Elevations [generally] range from 400’ 

to 600’.  The landscape is one of low relief and 

contains the largest concentration of peatlands, 

marshes, and swamps in the state. The climate 

is transitional between that of the coastal zone 

and the more continental climate of regions to 

the north and west. Glaciolacustrine depos-

its are extensive throughout, while glaciomarine 

clays are prominent in the St. Croix and Penob-

scot River basins. These deposits have given rise 

to mineral soils that are generally wet and dense.           

Depressions are frequently filled with organic 

soils.The greatest variety of peatland ecosystem 

types in the state [occur here]. A number of 

woody species [reach their] northern limits.
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